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(3) Overcome the action of the poison, let
it be what it may, by stimulating- the life
torces in natural ways.
<4) Call a physician at once, and follow his
directions implicity.
The stomach may be emptied by means of
an emetic, but this should not be used if the
poison has a strongly corrosive effect and it
is feared that the tissues of the stomach have
been injured. The most useful emetics are
warm water and mustard, large quantities
of warm milk, oils, butter, lard, soapsuds or
a weak solution of salt and water. The
emetic that is most available and will act most
quickly is the one to use. If the poison was
an irritant, the alimentary canal should be
protected by giving such fluids as flaxseed
tea, the white of eggs, milk and barley water.
If the poison entered by way of a wound, as
in case of a snake bite or dog bite, the first
step should be to cleanse the wound. If
there are no cuts or sores in the membranes
of the mouth, the wound may be safely emp-
tied by sucking it, providing the contents
are quickly spit from the mouth and that
organ thoroughly washed. A tight bandage
should be promptly placed above the wound,
which ought to be seared with a heated iron or
some other cautery.
POISON" GAS, the name applied to a
military weapon used extensively in the
World War. In April, 1915, during the
Battle of Ypres, a vast, greenish-yellow cloud
floated toward the allied trenches from the
German lines. Canadian and Algerian
colonial troops received the brunt of this
strange new weapon, which caused the vic-
tim to gasp out his life in agony. In such
manner did the Germans introduce into mod-
ern warfare a device that was destined to
play an important part in the great struggle
in Europe.
The gas used on the Ypres salient was a
chlorine mixture. In preparation for an at-
tack, cylinders weighing about ninety
pounds, each containing about forty pounds
of the gas liquefied by pressure, were placed
under concealment in the front trench oppo-
site the position selected. Lead pipes, bent
into position, were attached to the cylin-
ders, and were so adjusted that the open-
ings pointed to the enemy. When wind
conditions became favorable the pipe valves
were opened and the fumes generated by
the gas floated away to demoralize and torture
the enemy troops. As the allies were taken
wholly by surprise on the Ypres salient, the
first gas offensive caused many casualties.
Chlorine sears the lungs, and when it does
not kill it usually leaves its victim broken
in health.
After this innovation the gas shell made
its appearance. Into the shell were charged
certain liquids and solids, which by the use
of T. K T. or other explosive were con-
verted into fine mist or dust clouds. The
minute particles would cling to the cloth-
ing and ground and slowly evolve poison-
ous or irritating vapors. Among other de-
vices used was a "tear shell/7 which con-
tained a substance causing the eyes to water
and producing temporary blindness. A
shell containing a sneezing powder was an-
other weapon used effectively, and in the
German offensive of March, 1918, the so-
called "mustard gas" caused many casualties.
The latter was in reality a liquid giving oft
a heavy vapor which had very serious after-
effects'.
The allies in self-defense were forced to
employ the same weapons, and they retal-
iated in good measure, using poison gas in
Imge quantities. As soon as the United
States entered the war expert chemists be-
gan experimenting, under direction of the
Bureau of Mines, and when the armistice
was signed they had ready for use the most
powerful poison at that time known—a liq-
uid called methyl. This was said to be seventy-
two times deadlier than the German mustard
gas, and so powerful that a drop on the hand
would cause death within a few hours. After
the armistice was signed, the stock on hand
was put into- large iron containers, which were
shipped to the seaboard and then dropped
into the Atlantic Ocean fifty miles out from
land. Another still more powerful gas called
Lewisite, from its originator Lewis, was pro-
duced too late for America to use in the war.
Both allies and Germans devised some very
ingenious masks to protect the soldiers from
gas attacks. The typical mask was pro-
vided with a canister charged with chemicale
which destroyed or neutralized the poison-
ous substances. The nostrils of the wearer
were closed by a mechanical device, and the
air was breathed through the mouth. It
passed first through the canister, then through
a flexible tube and mouthpiece. Expired air
passed out through a valve which closed
automatically during inspiration. The mask
was a most disagreeable device to the weaxer.
See world war,

